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If Memory Serves Me Well
Charlotte Dawson

“If lwere to explain my practice, | would say it is a series of works, created en masse,
which aim to investigate the ways in which people form connections to
places, histories and each other.”

About the Artist

Based in Sheffield, Charlotte Dawson is an artist working across object-based practice
and installation. Her practice is influenced by the materials and objects found in public
and shared spaces alongside objects that reference collective experiences. Her
practice is primarily concerned with the implementation of commonplace objects as
vessels for memory. Including concepts of souvenir-hood, collections - both personal
and historical and the utilisation of objects in the formation of social histories and a
building of self.

Often working in series, Charlotte's work plays with concepts of the hand-made-mass-
produced. Referencing industrial processes through repetition whilst contextualising
her pieces within collections. Language both visual and written underpins her practice,
with explorations into the marks and traces of others within spaces, the stories or
histories surrounding objects and how divergence from expected materials can create
new narratives around familiar forms.

Presence Through Absence: Memory, Place and Everyday Rituals

Suitable for: Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4
Curriculum Areas: Art & Design, English, PSHE, Citizenship
Duration: 60-90 minutes gallery visit plus follow-up activities

Introduction

Charlotte Dawson’s exhibition If Memory Serves Me Well explores memory, ritual, loss,
and the emotional relationships we build with and within shared spaces.

Through sculptural intervention and material exploration, the work considers how
traces of human presence become embedded within everyday environments; from
sacred sites and roadside memorials to communal rituals and acts of remembrance.

Using materials associated with fragility and repair, including ceramics, fibreglass and
artificial flowers, alongside light, repetition, and spatial installation, the exhibition



examines the tension between the sacred and the ordinary, exploring how spaces
quietly hold emotional residue after people have passed through them.

The artworks draw inspiration from everyday acts of remembrance, including flowers
left at roadsides, candles lit in places of worship, memorial objects, community
gatherings, and the ways people move through spaces connected to memory and loss.

Rather than focusing on one specific person or event, the exhibition asks broader
questions:

e How do we remember people?

e Why do certain places feel significant?

e What objects become meaningful?

e How do communities create rituals around remembrance?
¢ Canjoy, humour and everyday life exist alongside grief?

Visitors to the exhibition are encouraged to think about how ordinary objects can hold
powerful meanings and how artists can transform familiar materials into opportunities
for reflection.

Exhibition Themes
1. Memory and Place

Many of the artworks reference locations associated with remembrance, including
churches, cemeteries, roadsides and public spaces.

The artist collected inspiration from places where people have left flowers,
photographs, messages and other objects to remember loved ones.

Questions to Consider
¢ Whydo some places become important to people?
e Have you ever visited a place that felt meaningful because of its history?
e How can alocation hold memories?

¢ What makes a space feel special or sacred?

2. Everyday Rituals



Aritualis an action that people repeat because it has personal, cultural or spiritual
meaning.

Examples include:

e Lighting candles

e Leaving flowers

e Visiting memorials

e Attending remembrance events

e Gathering for community coffee mornings
The exhibition explores how rituals can exist both inside and outside religious settings.
Questions to Consider

e Whatrituals are important in your family or community?

e Dorrituals always need to be religious?

e Why do people repeat certain actions when remembering someone?

3. Objects as Memory Carriers
Throughout the exhibition, ordinary objects are transformed into sculptures.
Examples include:
o Conkers based on those that can often be found in cemetery grounds
o Coffee cups
o Artificial flowers
e Lamp posts
e Candles
e Windows
These objects become symbols that suggest stories, memories and relationships.
Activity
Choose one everyday object.
Create a list of:

e Whatitis used for.



¢ What memories it might hold.
¢ What emotions people might connectto it.

Discuss how an artist could turn this object into an artwork.

4. Presence Through Absence
One of the key ideas in the exhibition is that people can be felt through their absence.
Many artworks contain evidence of human activity without showing people directly.
For example:
¢ An extinguished candle suggests someone has visited.
¢ Flowers tied to a lamp post suggest remembrance.
¢ Empty coffee cups suggest a gathering has taken place.
Discussion
Look around the gallery.
Canyou identify artworks where a person is implied but not visible?

How does this make you feel as a viewer?

Looking Closely
The Suspended Conkers

Hundreds of cast conkers hang from long shoelaces, creating pathways through the
gallery.

Visitors must move carefully between them.
The installation encourages awareness of:
e Ourbodies
¢ Movement
e Space
e Other people
The conkers were inspired by those collected from cemetery grounds.

Think About



¢ Why might the artist choose conkers rather than another object?
e How does moving through the installation change your experience?

e Does the work feel playful, serious or both?

Lamp Post Sculptures

Large-scale lamp post sculptures reference memorials often found beside roads and on
fences at the side of rivers and estuaries.

The flowers attached to them reflect tributes left after accidents or losses.
The sculptures are constructed using fibre glass material associated with vehicle repair.
Think About

e Why might the artist choose materials connected to car repairs?

e What stories do roadside memorials tell?

e Should temporary memorials remain in public spaces?

Coffee Cup Sculptures
These sculptures combine coffee cups and melted candles.
They bring together two different activities:

e Community gathering

e Personal remembrance

The works suggest that ordinary conversations and acts of remembrance often happen

side by side.

Think About
e Why are coffee mornings important in many communities?
¢ Whatdoes a candle symbolise?

e How can a simple object become meaningful?

Art and Writing

Alongside the sculptures, visitors encounter a piece of writing inspired by a visitto a
cathedral.



Here is a sample of the writing:

I lit a candle in a church today,

I guess not a church

Cathedral would be the proper word

And someone was talking loudly about A1 printing

I guess I’'ve come in at an inconvenient time
And because of that
I couldn’t think to make up a prayer,

What to say

I shoved four twenty Ps and two tens into a little slot and felt cheap

Scrummaging around in the bottom of my purse and avoiding three fivers,

When | lit the candle, | read a little sign about hand sanitiser and keeping people safe,
Whilst also letting you know there’s alcohol in the pump-able liquid

And if you were a bit dense you might just light yourself ablaze to the left of the alter

© Charlotte Dawson

The text combines humour, observation and reflection.
It focuses on ordinary details:
e Loosechange
e Hand sanitiser
e Printing conversations
e Birthday songs
Alongside larger questions about belief, remembrance and mortality.
The writing reminds us that profound experiences often happen alongside everyday life.
Discussion

e Why does the writer include humorous details?



e How does humour affect the mood of the text?

e Cansomething be funny and serious at the same time?

Creative Activity

Memory Mapping

Choose a place that is important to you.
Draw a simple map of that location.

Add notes showing:

Important memories

e Sounds
e Objects
e People

e Emotions
Consider:
What makes this place meaningful?

Would someone else understand its importance by looking at your map?

Creative Activity
Transforming Objects
Create an artwork based on an everyday object.
Think about:
¢ What memory it represents
¢ Whatstoryittells
¢ How you could change its size, material or appearance
You might draw, sculpt, photograph or write about the object.

Include a short artist statement explaining why you chose it.

Further Discussion



The exhibition asks us to consider:
e How do communities remember people?
e Who decides what becomes a memorial?
e Whydo some places feel sacred?
¢ How do objects help us tell stories?
e« Can everyday experiences help us understand larger ideas about life and death?

There are no right or wrong answers. The exhibition invites visitors to reflect on their own
experiences, observations and connections to the places around them.

Key Vocabulary

Installation An artwork designed to transform a space.

Memorial Something created to remember a person or event.

Ritual A repeated action with personal, cultural or spiritual meaning.
Symbol Something that represents an idea or feeling.

Sacred Connected with religious or spiritual significance.

Presence The feeling that someone or something is there.

Absence The state of not being present.

Site-Specific Artwork created for a particular location.

You can visit Charlotte Dawson’s If Memory Serves Me Well at Humber Street Gallery
from Thursday 9 July to Sunday 20 September. Entry is free.

www.humberstreetgallery.co.uk



