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Liquid Love



SET  FILM  FESTIVAL  X   HUMBER  STREET  GALLERY

Liquid Love
SET Film Festival’s first programme at Humber Street Gallery
begins with the River Humber. As a port city, Hull has been shaped
by water for centuries: through trade, migration and the movement
of  people, goods and ideas across the North Sea and beyond.

Bringing together artist moving image, documentary and narrative
film, Liquid Love explores the different ways water connects us and
carries traces of  the past. Across the programme, rivers, oceans and
coastlines become sites where histories of  empire and migration
resurface, while rising tides and submerged landscapes prompt
reflection on the futures being shaped in our present.

Moving between the Atlantic, the Tanzanian coast and the lost
terrain of  Doggerland, these films consider how water can hold and
activate memory, linking intimate personal experiences to larger
historical forces.



SCREENING ORDER &
RUNNING TIME  (67 MINS)

What Sound Does the Black Atlantic
Make? – Alberta Whittle (12:30)

one like him – Caitlin McLeod (16:00)

Toad Dance – Jooyeon Lee (2:30)

There Will Come Soft Rains – Elham
Ehsas (15:00)

Riverrun – Luiza Spotorno (6:20)

Comfort – Daisy Smith (17:30)



What Sound Does the
Black Atlantic Make?
Alberta Whittle | 2019 | 12:30

Drawing on the archives of  the North British Rubber Company,
Alberta Whittle's What Sound Does the Black Atlantic Make?
uncovers the colonial histories embedded within Scotland's
industrial past. Through song, text and archival material, the film
traces the legacy of  the Windrush generation and the afterlives of
colonial extraction to the present, challenging the
idea of  ‘respectability’ as a colonial tool.

Still from What Sound Does the Black Atlantic Make? (2019) by Alberta Whittle. Courtesy of the artist.



one like him
Caitlin McLeod | 2022 | 16:00

After twenty years apart, a Jordanian man attempts to tell his
childhood friend and first love the truth about what happened
between them. When the words fail him, their conversation
drifts into deeper waters.

Still from one like him (2022) by Caitlin McLeod. Courtesy of the artist. 



Toad Dance
Jooyeon Lee | 2022 | 2:30

When a migrating toad attempts to cross a road late one night,
Jooyeon Lee responds by re-choreographing her movements on the
dew-soaked grass, trying to signal that it is not safe to continue. The
torchlit verge becomes a stage for an experiment in human and 
non-human communication.

Still from Toad Dance (2022) by Jooyeon Lee. Courtesy of the artist.



There Will Come 
Soft Rains
Elham Ehsas | 2025 | 15:00

As climate change steadily erodes the boundary between land and
water, a flooded London graveyard becomes the setting for a
reunion between two estranged sisters. Together, they attempt to
recover their father's remains before they are washed away.

Still from There Will Come Soft Rains (2025) by Elham Ehsas. Courtesy of the artist. 



Riverrun
Luiza Spotorno | 2024 | 6:20

Juxtaposing archival drawings of  the Rufiji River in Tanzania with
contemporary 16mm footage of  the Port of  Hamburg –
Germany’s largest port and a key trade hub of  the former German
Empire – this impressionistic, tactile film traces the continuities
between nineteenth-century colonial infrastructures and present-day
systems of  global logistics, revealing history not as a site of  rupture
but as an ongoing current.

Still from Riverrun (2024) by Luiza Spotorno. Courtesy of the artist. 



Comfort
Daisy Smith | 2024 | 17:30

Set in an imagined landscape threatened by rising tides, Comfort is a
surreal and playfully anachronistic historical drama following a
mother on her daily journey to work. Inspired by the lost terrain of
Doggerland, the film reflects on how people adapt to places that are
slowly disappearing beneath them.

Still from Comfort (2024) by Daisy Smith. Courtesy of the artist.



About SET
Film Festival 
SET Film Festival is an independent grassroots festival for
contemporary, artist, and archival film, run by London-based arts
charity SET. Founded in 2023, the festival hosts an annual autumn
programme alongside touring exhibitions, and has developed into
an international platform for experimental practices and emerging
voices that sit outside conventional exhibition contexts.

Held every November at SET Social in Peckham, the festival unfolds
across a month of  weekly short film nights, a feature presentation,
and a free archival and performance event.

@set.filmfestival | filmfestival@setspace.uk 



About SET
SET is a London-based contemporary arts charity transforming
vacant buildings into spaces for experimental culture and
community. Since 2016, it has grown into a series of  city-wide
centres supporting nearly 1,000 artists with genuinely affordable
studio space.

Its year-round public programme spans exhibitions, performances,
residencies, and workshops. Through advocacy and partnerships,
including the London Affordable Artists’ Studio Network
(LAASN), SET works to safeguard creative space and expand access
to culture across the city.

Web: setspace.uk | IG: @setsetsetsetsetset | info@setspace.uk

mailto:info@setspace.uk


Humber Street Gallery | 64 Humber Street, Fruit Market,
Hull, HU1 1TU

Open: Wed – Sun, 10:30am – 5:00pm (Closed Mon & Tue)

humberstreetgallery.co.uk | @humberstreetgallery

VISITOR INFORMATION
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