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unthinkable�lmfestival.com



UNTHINKABLE
Un�ltered stories. Unpredictable stories. Underground performance.

Hull’s UNTHINKABLE celebration of short �lmmaking and contemporary art 

returns this autumn. The festival will be running for an entire month, from the 11th 

September to 11th October 2026, and is set to partner with venues across the city 

to bring bold cinema, experimental art, and the unexpected to Hull.

Championing local �lmmakers and artists has always been our priority, simulta-

neously platforming them alongside international creatives. After running an open 

call for Hull + Humber artists to respond to the prompt Adrift with nothing but what 

I can carry, and for locals to submit their short �lm with a guarantee to be screened, 

UNTHINKABLE is ready for its fourth year of �lm, art, and music.

Please book via eventbrite before the event as some have limited availability. A general 

festival pass is available for purchase. Each eventbrite listing has accessibility and parking 

information. Unless otherwise stated, all events are 18+. Any other questions and issues 

please contact us at media@unthinkable.org.uk or via Instagram at @unthinkable.hull.

Here, you can �nd information about all the events we will be running.  

For more details and to book onto anything, please head to our eventbrite  

page which you can �nd via the QR code below or at:

 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/unthinkable-�lm-festival-112589450621

Set-up as a charity from the very beginning, all payments received from ticket sales are absorbed back into the 

festival itself to allow us to continue running. We still aim to keep ticket costs low to get rid of barriers and create an 

accessible, diverse, and creative space. Please let us know if there are any barriers, and we will do our best to help.



EXHIBITIONS

opening date: Friday 11th September — closing date: Sunday 11th October

ADRIFT WITH NOTHING BUT WHAT I CAN CARRY
HARI—Hull Artist Research Initiative. 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

A diverse exhibition of local artists responding to the brief ADRIFT WITH NOTHING BUT 

WHAT I CAN CARRY. This event is in collaboration with the Hull Artist Research Initiative. 

The artworks selected explore the title in a variety of fascinating directions, and through a 

wealth of diverse practices. The exhibition features installations, performance, use of old 

and new technologies, textiles, sculpture, photography and painting.

opening date: Wednesday 30th September — closing date: Sunday 11th October

THE SOUND OF YOUR OWN VOICE
SPACE, 1-2 Pier Street, Fruit Market. HU1 1ZA

The Sound of Your Own Voice centres around �nding creative voice, connecting these 

perspectives to a wider audience, encouraging empathy, understanding, and meaningful 

engagement with lived experience. As opposed to con�ict, it’s about fostering these cre-

ative and safe environments as much as we possibly can to better understand each other. 

This exhibition is in collaboration with local artist Amy Precious and in conjunction with the 

residents at Westbourne House, a supported accommodation for homeless individuals.

opening date: Tuesday 6th October — closing date: Sunday 15th November

UNSEEN IMAGES + UNTHINKABLE LAUNCH NIGHT
Humber Street Gallery, 64 Humber Street. HU1 1TU

The launch night of UNTHINKABLE’s festival week will coincide with the opening of new 

retrospective exhibition of video artist John Smith and screenings of experimental short 

�lms. Speeches will begin at 6:45.

opening date: Wednesday 7th October — closing date: Sunday 11th October

THAW 001 — RICHIE CULVER
T.L. Norman High Class Butcher, 72 Princes Avenue. HU5 3QJ

THAW 001 marks the �rst iteration of THAW, an ongoing curatorial programme dedicated 

to site-responsive exhibitions beyond the conventional architecture of the gallery. Inaugu-

rated with a single new work by Richie Culver, the project is situated within the everyday 

context of a working butcher’s shop in Hull. Alongside the work, Pierre-Alexandre Mateos 

and Charles Teyssou present a newly commissioned text conceived not as an interpretation 

but as a parallel contribution to the exhibition. THE SOUND OF YOUR OWN VOICE



EVENTS

5–6th September

SCREEN SKILLS WORKSHOP

Using a script from Middle Child Theatre, 

this workshop will guide young people 

through the process of �lming and editing. 

The workshop will be split over two days, 

focusing �rst on camerawork and �lm 

direction before moving into editing and 

post-production. This will be taught by ex-

perienced industry professionals in Hull and 

will result in a completed �lm.

For ages 18-25

Saturday 12th September, 19:00–20:00

SOMEWHERE SOMEHOW: 
DOCUMENTARY SHORTS
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

Through intimate portraits, personal 

re�ections, and deeply human encounters, 

these �lms will reveal the signi�cance of 

ordinary experiences, inviting audiences 

to reconsider the stories that often go 

unnoticed.

£5

Friday 18th September, 18:00–21:00

LEEDS YOUNG FILM FESTIVAL: 
INDIS ON TOUR
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

Leeds Young Film Festival is taking over our 

Sofa Cinema with their Indi Shorts, to show-

case the incredible talent of �lmmakers 

aged 15-25. All the �lms in this collection 

are U rated.

£5

Saturday 19th September 14:00–18:00

SHORT FILM BONANZA
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

A day of cinema, showcasing our short 

�lms from the 2025 festival. Check out our 

eventbrite listing for details on which �lms 

will be shown.

£5

Thursday 24 September  19:00–20:00

PLUNGE POOL:  
ANIMATION SHORTS
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

Step into a collection of animated short 

�lms that journey through the strange, the 

unsettling, and the beautifully surreal; this 

programme celebrates the limitless possi-

bilities of this medium.

£5

Friday 25th September, 19:00–20:00

WE ARE MAKING A FILM 
ABOUT MARK FISHER
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

We Are Making A Film About Mark Fisher is 

a 65-minute cinematic experiment exploring 

the continuing relevance of the late theorist’s 

ideas on capitalism, culture, and the future.

£5

DOCUMENTARY SHORTS

SHORT FILM BONANZA



Saturday 26th September, 18:00–19:00

HOW TO STRING A SOUND
The New Adelphi Club, 89 De Grey Street  

HU5 2RU

An informal workshop discussing the ins + 

outs of setting up a soundsystem with Hull 

local sound system Three Crowns Sound.

Limited to 5 spaces.

Saturday 26th September 19:00–20:45

DEATH OF A BUREAUCRAT: 
FROM LATINO FILM FESTIVAL
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

The Latino Film Festival presents this 1966 

Cuban feature �lm in our Sofa Cinema. 

‘When a worker dies and is buried with his 

labor card as a badge of honor, his widow 

is told she needs that card to claim the 

bene�ts she is entitled to, unfolding into 

a tragically funny series of events as the 

family of the dead man tries to recover the 

precious card from his grave.’

£5

Saturday 3rd October  19:00–20:30

TRI-COLOR, PRESENTED  
BY SQUARE EYES
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

A trifecta of 25-minute short �lms coming 

at you from Vienna based �lm distributor 

Square Eyes, a proud promoter of some of 

Europe’s most innovative art-house �lms.

Saturday 26th September 20:00–00:00

HULL DUB CLUB
The New Adelphi Club, 89 De Grey Street 

HU5 2RU

Meditate on bass weight with the mighty 

Three Crowns Soundsystem as they string 

up for a big night of roots, reggae, and 

digital dub.

Tickets will be sold via Hull Dub Club

Thursday 1st October 19:00–20:30

NEITHER FISH NOR FOWL: 
NARRATIVE SHORTS
SOFA CINEMA  

25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

Slipping between genres and sidestepping 

convention, these �lms inhabit the spaces 

in between—where the absurd meets the 

familiar, and where humour softens the 

strange, and where personal everyday lives 

unfold in supernatural ways. Spanning 

an international range of languages and 

landscapes, the programme crosses 

borders both geographical and cinematic.

£5

Friday 2nd October 19:00–20:30

FINAL PILL SCREENING
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

From a short �lm at last year’s UNTHINK-

ABLE festival, to a fully-�edged feature with 

its own screening, Final Pill is a showcase of 

Hull’s talent and creativity. 

£5

Tuesday 6th October 20:00–21:30

DEBUT/OBJECTS OF  
THE FIELD OF DEBRIS AS 
CURRENTLY CATALOGUED 
UNTHINKABLE x HULL  
INDEPENDENT CINEMA
Hull Truck Theatre, 50 Ferensway. HU2 8LB

For this year’s collaboration between Hull 

Independent Cinema and the UNTHINK-

ABLE festival, we present DEBUT.

A young �lmmaker named Julian stumbles 

on a hidden book tied to a vanished art forg-

er and the perfect mystery for his next �lm 

pitch. But as coincidences mount and para-

noia sets in, he begins to question what’s 

real, who’s watching him, and whether he’s 

directing the story or being directed by it.

£5 Tickets will be sold via the Hull Truck Theatre website

Wednesday 7th October 

19:00-20:00, 20:00-21:00, 21:00–22:00

HULL + HUMBER:  
LOCAL SHORTS 1, 2, and 3
REEL Cinema Hull - St Stephens, Second Floor 

HU2 8LN

An evening of short �lms by local �lm-

makers. With so many submissions this 

year, we’ve had to split the �lms into three 

separate screenings. If you’re interested 

in seeing a particular �lm, please refer to 

our eventbrite listing to see which �lms are 

showing.

£5

Thursday 8th October 18:00–20:00

SCAFFOLDING SESSIONS
HARI—Hull Artist Research Initiative  

25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

Free mentoring at the heart of UNTHINK-

ABLE, established by Mary Anne Hobbs 

and Richie Culver. Open to artists in Hull 

working across all disciplines.

FREE. Must book, limited availability.



Thursday 8th October 20:00–late

INDUSTRIAL COAST  
x UNTHINKABLE
HARI—Hull Artist Research Initiative  

25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

Industrial Coast is back for another night  

of noise and music. Featuring: 

DETERGE an exponent of harsh noise from 

the US, in his second ever visit to the UK.  

WALLS OF TEESIDE  

a Middlesborough-based experimental  

and radical art collective. 

BALF Scarborough-based noise musician. 

FINN DARRELL Bristol-based  

multi-disciplinarian 

If you have purchased tickets to this event, 

you will be welcome to the mentoring 

introductary chat by Mary Anne Hobbs at 

6pm. Whilst the mentoring is then happen-

ing, feel free to enjoy the Sofa Cinema and 

our selection of short �lms until the event 

begins at 8pm.

£8

Friday 9th October 18:30–22:30

P3RV3RS3
HARI—Hull Artist Research Initiative 

25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

Film, performance, and education; this 

event explores contemporary pornography 

and sexuality through art and expression. 

This is an 18+ event - no ID, no entry.Trigger 

warnings will be announced before each 

�lm. Please see eventbrite for more details.

£12

Saturday 10th October 11:00–18:30

MIDDLE CHILD x SCREEN 
YORKSHIRE NETWORKING 
DAY & FILM PREMIERE
Middle Child, 69 Humber Street. HU1 1TU

Featuring workshops and talks on accessi-

bility, sustainability, and budget short-�lm-

making, Screen Yorkshire has curated an 

informative and interactive day that will end 

on a premiere of a short �lm adapted from a 

Middle Child Theatre play that was written, 

�lmed, and created just last month.

FREE. Must book, limited availability.

Saturday 10th October 19:00–22:00

AWARD SCREENING
REEL Cinema Hull - St Stephens, Second Floor 

HU2 8LN

Join us the REEL Cinema for our Awards 

Screening, where the cream of the crop 

from this year’s �lms have been selected 

by our sta� and you, our audience, bringing 

together an amalgamation of genres and 

styles, including documentary, animation, 

�ction and more, all screened for you and 

our panel of judges. 

£10

Thank you to the continued support from our partners and sponsors:

Sunday 11th October 19:00–20:00

COMMON GROUND:  
SET FILM FESTIVAL
SOFA CINEMA 25 Francis Street. HU2 8DT

SET Film Festival presents a programme 

of nine short �lms exploring public space, 

surveillance and the strange choreography 

of life on the street. Across DIY landscapes, 

drifting �gures and accidental encounters, 

these �lms consider how space is con-

trolled, occupied and shared, and what 

it means to move through the city under 

di�erent forms of visibility. 

£5

HARI (Hull Artist Research Initiative)

REEL CINEMA, Hull

HUMBER STREET GALLERY

HULL INDEPENDENT CINEMA

MIDDLE CHILD

UNIVERSITY OF HULL

FILM HUB NORTH

SCREEN YORKSHIRE

HULL CITY COUNCIL

WYKELAND

The biggest thank yous to SARAH PENNINGTON, RICHIE CULVER, and MARY ANNE HOBBS.

TEAM & CONTACT

ANDY PEARSON producer andy@unthinkable.org.uk

KEATON B-MCD creative director keaton@unthinkable.org.uk

MARTIN BAGNERIS head �lm programmer submissions@unthinkable.org.uk

THEO RINTOUL social media+online marketing manager theo@unthinkable.org.uk

STELLA HARKNESS marketing media@unthinkable.org.uk

CALLUM AHMED workshop coordinator+tech chief callum@unthinkable.org.uk

plus JAMES RUSSELL, FINN DARRELL, ABIGAIL DUNN, and RIO CAMPBELL.

Saturday 10th October 11:00

TRANSIT 001

Transit 001 is the �rst iteration of an ongo-

ing mobile programme in Hull that relocates 

electronic music beyond conventional club 

settings. Operating from a white transit 

van at an undisclosed site, it will feature 

avant-garde label Perf, Tendency, Medlock, 

and Quiet Husband.

It will start at 11:00, with all updates including locations 

delivered through Instagram the day before.

Saturday 10th October 15:30–16:30

CONOR THOMAS  
—WALTZERS SET
Albert Evans Atmosphere Creator Waltzers,  

Hull Fair. HU3 6JU

Conor Thomas of Boomkat takes over our 

iconic slot on the Atmosphere Creator at 

Hull Fair for just one hour.




