
  
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Humber Street Gallery presents:  

I am black because I come from  

the earth's inside 

by Zivarna Murphy 
 

 
 
 

Exhibition Launch 

Thursday 8 October 2026, 6-9pm  

Humber Street Gallery, Hull. 

Print and broadcast media are invited to contact bronte.teal@humberstreetgallery.co.uk  

with requests for interview. 

• A new commission by Hull-based artist Dr Zivarna Murphy, 
reimagining the shell grotto through clay, ceramics and 
sculptural weaving.  

• Exhibition Launch: Thursday 8 October, 6-9pm at Humber Street 
Gallery.  

• Exhibition Dates: Friday 9 October 2026 – Sunday 31 January 2027. 

mailto:bronte.teal@humberstreetgallery.co.uk


Humber Street Gallery is pleased to present I am black because I come 

from the earth's inside, a new commission by Hull-based artist and 

researcher Dr Zivarna Murphy. 

The exhibition invites visitors into an imagined shell grotto, drawing on the 

history of these ornate spaces and exploring ideas around class, gender, 

identity and the often-unrecorded labour behind them. 

Shell grottoes became popular in British estates and gardens during the 

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Designed as spaces for display, 

entertainment and retreat, they were decorated with shells, minerals and 

other natural materials. Murphy takes this history as a starting point, 

asking what a grotto could look and feel like when its history is 

approached from a different perspective. 

Working with locally gathered boulder clay, hand-formed ceramics and 

sculptural weaving, Murphy creates a new kind of grotto inside the gallery. 

The work brings together materials from the East Yorkshire landscape 

with familiar forms and references, creating a space that feels both 

connected to the history of the grotto and distinctly of this place. 

The exhibition also draws on Murphy's interest in landscape, material and 

transformation. She regularly gathers clay, shells, rocks and fossils from the 

East Yorkshire coastline, using them within her work to explore ideas 

around place, loss, change and identity. Here, these materials become part 

of a larger environment that visitors can move through and spend time 

with. 

Zivarna said: “I’ve been thinking about the shell grotto as a space that 
brings together ideas of Britishness, hidden labour, class, femininity and 

nature, and who gets to shape these spaces and whose stories are 

recorded. I wanted to take that history and imagine the grotto differently, 

using materials from the landscape around Hull and East Yorkshire. The 

process has been about discovering what the space could become 

through making, rather than starting with a fixed idea of what it should 

be.” 

Dave McLeavy, CEO & Artistic Director at Humber Street Gallery, said: 

“Zivarna’s work brings together interesting themes and materials that feel 

very connected to this place, from the clay gathered from the East 

Yorkshire landscape to the history of shell grottoes and the people who 

made them. There’s a real physicality to the work, but there are also lots of 
stories and ideas sitting underneath it. We’re excited to see how audiences 
respond to this new commission and to give people the chance to enter a 

space that feels familiar, but has been imagined in a completely different 

way.” 



The exhibition is the culmination of Murphy’s seven-month Holding Space 

residency at Juice Studios, supported by Humber Street Gallery. The 

residency provided Murphy with cost-covered studio space and dedicated 

time to develop her practice and experiment with new materials and 

approaches. It forms part of Humber Street Gallery’s wider work to support 
artists working in Hull and create more opportunities for artists to develop 

and share their work.  
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About Zivarna Murphy 
Dr Zivarna Murphy is an artist and researcher working intuitively across a 

range of materials and processes including clay, ceramic, sculptural 

weaving, printmaking and writing. She studied Anthropology and holds a 

PhD in Human Sciences.  

 

She is interested in the human experience and combines emergent 

themes from her research around the social aspects of body and organ 

donation, namely loss, grief and transformation, with an auto-

ethnographic approach exploring her own mixed-ethnicity identity and 

experiences of the world.  

 

She explores these themes through material metaphors, sensorial 

experiences, and parallels within the landscape which surrounds her. For 

example, on visits to her local East Yorkshire coastline, she observes the 

erosion and loss of this landscape body as a metaphor for human loss. 

Through hand-formed tactile vessels from stoneware and porcelain, 

layered with eroded boulder clay and impressed shells, rocks and fossils, all 

gathered from this coastline, she approaches making as a process of 

discovery. The forms draw upon structures she sees in her local landscape 

such as fossilised shell bodies, ebbing cliffs and sea formed rocks.  

 

She is interested in firing clay to ceramic as a transformative process and 

the becoming of the vessel body. Alternative worldbuilding is important 

within Zivarna’s practice, and the materials she uses imbue her work 

with a strong sense of place and connection.   
 
About Humber Street Gallery 

Humber Street Gallery is a contemporary visual arts gallery in Hull, 

presenting a year-round programme of exhibitions and supporting activity 

that invites people to stay curious and engage with art in thoughtful, 



unexpected and accessible ways. The gallery works with artists at all stages 

of their careers to commission and present ambitious new work, alongside 

talks, events and creative activities that encourage curiosity, conversation 

and deeper ways of looking. 

 

The gallery is operated by Absolutely Cultured, a charity rooted in Hull that 

believes creativity plays an essential role in wellbeing, connection and 

everyday life. Alongside its exhibition programme, Humber Street Gallery is 

a welcoming public space, with a café and programme of activity designed 

to make contemporary art feel open, relevant and part of the city’s cultural 
life. 

 

Absolutely Cultured works closely with artists, communities and partners 

to ensure Humber Street Gallery remains a place for discovery, shared 

experiences and creative exchange. 
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